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So also a man is called continent or Incontinent,, according
as the intellect has authority or not, as if this constituted
each individual. And men think that what they do most in
obedience to reason, they do themselves and voluntarily.
That this therefore mostly constitutes each individual, re-
quires no proof, and that the good man particularly loves
this. Wherefore he must be particularly selfish,, in a dif-
ferent manner from the person who is reproached for it, and
differing in as great a degree, as living in obedience to rea-
son differs from living in obedience to passion, and desiring
the honourable differs from desiring what seems to be ad-
vantageous.

4. Now all approve of and praise those who are particu-
larly anxious about performing honourable actions : and if
all contended for what is honourable,, and strove to perform
the most honourable acts, there would be to every one gene-
rally what is right and proper, and to each individually the
greatest goods; at least if virtue is such as we have described
it. So that the good man must necessarily be selfish ; for he
will be delighted in performing honourable acts himself, and
will give what is profitable to others. But there is no neces-
sity for the wicked man to be so 5 for he injures both him-
self and his neighbours, by following evil passions. To the
wicked man therefore, what he ought to do, and what he
does, are at variance j but what the good man ought to do,
that he does ; for every intellect chooses what i;s best for
itself j and the good man obeys his intellect It is true also
of the good man, that he performs many acts for his friends
and his country, even if he is required to die for them : for
he will give up money and honours, and in- short ail goods,
which others contend for, securing to himself that which is
honourable. For he would prefer being pleased for a short
time excessively, than for along titne slightlyj and to live
one year honourably, than many years in the ordinary man-
ner; and to perform one honourable and* great act, ra-
ther than many small ones. To those who die for their
country, this perhaps actually happens. Thus they choose
something greatly honourable for themselves, and they would